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BBNP LOCAL ACCESS FORUM 
 

Confirmed Minutes of the 6th Meeting held 
at 2.00pm on Wednesday 20th May, 2009 

at the BBNPA Headquarters, Brecon 
 
Present 
Chairman:-  John Evans (JE) 
Acting Secretary: - Eifion Jones (EJ) 
 

Jeremy Atkinson (JA) 
John Cook (JC)  
Gwyn Gwillim (GG) 
Helen Lloyd Jones (HLJ)    
Mike Scott-Archer (MSA) 
Colin Woodley (CW) 
Neil Bennett (NB) 

 
 Observers: 
 Avril Barnes (AB)     Rights of Way Assistant, BBNPA 

Kirsty Mallindine (KM)   Access Assistant, BBNPA 
Brad Welch (BW)    National Park Management Plan Officer 
Rhiannon Edwards (RE)   Solicitor, BBNPA 
4 members of the public, including Geoff Williams, Chairman of Carmarthenshire LAF, 
Ray Newbigin, Chairman of North Somerset, Bristol and South Gloucestershire LAF and 
David Filsell of Llangynidr Community Council. 

 
1. Welcome and Apologies       

JE welcomed members and observers.  Apologies for absence were received from Richard 
Ball (RB), Michael Smith (MS) of The Countryside Council for Wales (CCW), Steve 
Rayner, Graham Davies, Martin Skinner, David Mantle and Judith Harvey (Western Area 
Manager for BBNPA).  JE explained RB and MS was in Cardiff attending the Waterways 
for Wales conference and EJ was standing in as Secretary.   
 

2. Confirmation of Minutes from the Meeting of 5th March, 2009 
The minutes were accepted with no alterations and it was agreed that JE should sign them 
as a true record. 

 
3. National Park Management Plan (NPMP) 

BW updated the members on the NPMP.  His PowerPoint presentation is attached to these 
minutes. 
 
BW explained that the last consultation before the final plan will take place between July 
and September 2009.  He had received many constructive comments from the previous 
consultation from various sectors and approximately 90% of them had been built into the 
plan.  Those that had not been addressed were either too specific or were not within the 
BBNPA’s remit.  The key issues raised are noted on page 3 and 4 of the presentation. 
 
BW hopes the NPMP consultation draft 2 will be ready in the week commencing 25 May 
2009.  It will include a summary of the comments received from the previous 
consultation, illustrate how they have been taken on board and demonstrate changes made. 
 
Dates for the next stages are given on page 6 of the presentation. 
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BW encouraged LAF members to engage in the consultation and MSA, NB and JE 
volunteered to undertake this task.   
 
Action point:  MSA, NB and JE to form a NPMP sub-committee. 
  

4. Blaenonneu Quarry 
JC informed members that the BBNPA had taken advice from their barristers concerning a 
Prohibition Order on Blaenonneu Quarry.  They were told that if Hansons objected and 
were successful at enquiry, costs would be awarded against the Authority. 
 
RE quoted the Welsh Office Circular 23/93 stating, “If a statutory objector to an order is 
successful, an award of costs will be made in his favour unless there are exceptional 
reasons for not doing so.  The award will be made against the authority who made the 
order.” 
 
JE expressed the view of the Forum that the BBNPA should have consulted the Forum 
before making the Order, but RE pointed out that Prohibition Orders are not discussed in 
public.  JE asked RE if there were any options available to the BBNPA in order for the 
LAF to be consulted in confidential matters.  
 
Action point:  RE to investigate options available to the BBNPA in order for the LAF to 
be consulted in confidential matters.  
 

5. Matters Arising not otherwise on the Agenda 
 5.1  Hay Festival 

HLJ informed members that the event the LAF is involved with, Green Valleys, will take 
place on 28 May at 9am in the Oxfam Studio.  Tickets are free but have to be booked.  It 
was agreed that JE, HLJ and MSA should attend. 
 
5.2  Llyn y Fan Fach 
JE had received a letter from Dwr Cymru / Welsh Water (DC / WW), a copy of which is 
attached to these minutes.  It states they have no intention of closing their road to Llyn y 
Fan Fach and will continue to maintain it to a safe and acceptable condition for their own 
operational requirements.  NB thought this was a reasonable position to take.  Geoff 
Williams (GW) (Chairman Carmarthenshire LAF) expressed concern that a car could 
become damaged and the owner hold DC / WW responsible, leading to the closure of the 
road.  He said there was no immediate problem but advised the LAF to monitor the 
situation. 
 
5.3  Disabled Access: Correspondence with WAG 
JE sent two letters to WAG in October 2008, but to date only received one reply (as 
reported in the March 2009 minutes). 
 
5.4  Waterfalls Seminar 
JE informed members that notes on the Waterfalls Seminar held in January 2009 were 
now available.  JC reported that a second meeting had taken place on 14 May, which 
looked at a Waterfall Management Plan that is to be taken forward jointly by BBNPA, 
CCW and Forestry Commission (FC). 
 
Action point:  KM to post January Waterfalls Seminar notes to members and a copy to 
be attached to these minutes. 
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5.5  Splash Challenge Fund 
JC was disappointed that the BBNPA’s bid was not considered at the March panel 
meeting but had received assurances that both bids would be considered at the June 
meeting.  He was still optimistic that the smaller bid for Talybont-on-Usk Reservoir 
would be successful but was non-committal regarding the larger application.  However he 
said that the time delay had allowed for the arrival of several letters of support that would 
bolster the application. 
 
5.6  Cycle Path Orders 
EJ outlined the Cycle Tracks Act 1984.  A copy of his note is attached to these minutes.  
HLJ asked whether a footpath that had been converted to a cycle track was shown on an 
ordnance survey map, but EJ was unsure.  He assured HLJ that should the route become a 
footpath again sometime in the future, it would regain its previous rights. 
 
5.7  SUSTRANS 
JE wrote to the Mid Wales Trunk Road Agency and South Wales Trunk Road Agency in 
March supporting SUSTRANS projects in their areas and asked how the LAF could work 
with the Trunk Road Agency in the future.  To date he has not received a reply to either 
letter. 
 
5.8  Beacons Bus and Links with Bus Services 
HLJ proposed that walks using the Beacons Bus, similar to Rail Rambles arranged by the 
Ramblers Association (RA), are organized.  She suggested that somebody from the 
BBNPA meet people from the bus and guide them on a walk to another bus stop. It was 
noted that this was already in the pipeline for Annie Lawrie (AL), Visitor Transport 
Officer for BBNPA, to deal with. 
 
GW said that he had sent a paper to AL asking for walking clubs / leaders in the BBNP to 
arrange two walks a year linked with the Beacons Bus for next year (2010).  HLJ thought 
that perhaps these walks could be used as e-trails, digital routes that can be downloaded 
on to any GPS-enabled mobile phone or laptop.  JC informed members that the 
technology was in place at the BBNPA and some walks in the BBNP will be accessible 
for downloading. 
 
CW notified members that a bus route servicing Pontneddfechan and the Waterfalls Area 
had been withdrawn.  All members were disappointed to hear this and asked for a letter to 
be written indicating their displeasure. 
 
Action point:  JE to write a letter to Neath Port Talbot Borough Council indicating 
their regret at the curtailment of the Pontneddfechan service. 
 

6. WAG Walking and Cycling Action Plans 
Copies of the Walking and Cycling Action Plan for Wales 2009 – 2013 were circulated 
and MSA highlighted sections to emphasise its objectives.  He added that if 1Km of 
motorway was not built per year, this would more than fund a 10 year project of 
upgrading and maintaining the RoW system, along with training of frontline staff and 
tackling mapping problems.  He stated that physical inactivity costs the Health Service 
£500m pa, which he thought could be halved by encouraging more people to undertake 
physical exercise.   
 
Point C27 of the Walking and Cycling Plan called for sufficient funding for its delivery.  
Members were dubious, in the current economic climate, as to where money could be 
found to move this project forwards.  JC said that no additional money has been offered to 
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the BBNPA.  EJ explained that routes using pavements were the responsibility of Powys 
County Council. 

MSA brought a document called Climbing Higher to the attention of the members.  It 
focuses on ensuring that we all build physical activity into our daily routines. The plan 
acknowledges the need to provide support for people to become more physically active 
through targeted programmes that support behavioural change. WAG want to hear views 
on the proposed action plan and a consultation is running until 31 July 2009.  MSA and JE 
will liaise about a response to the consultation. 
 

7. Welsh LAF’s Conference 
JE gave a verbal report and has a CD containing several of the presentations should 
members wish to view them. 

 
8. Finance 

JC had mistakenly brought figures relating to Access and RoW.  JE was expecting figures 
relating to the budget for the LAF.   

 
Action Point:  JC to present 2009/2010 LAF budget and outturn figures for 2008/09 at 
the next meeting. 

 
9. Rights of Way Orders 

9.1 Footpaths 1, 6 & 7, Community of Crai 
EJ is still investigating 
 
9.2 Footpath 11, Community of Talgarth 
The associated planning application has been refused and a new planning application will 
be required before any future footpath diversion can be considered. 
 
9.3 Footpath 146, Community of Crucorney 
Further information is required before the matter can proceed. 
 

10. RoWIP 
EJ gave a summary of the projects that RoWIP funds were spent on last year.  £92,000 
had been offered initially and a further £35,000 was offered towards the end of the 
financial year.  Outputs gained through this funding included improvements to 25.7 km of 
PROW, 10 bridges installed, and 23 stiles, 90 fingerpost, 5 gates erected.  He also 
informed members on projects planned for this year. 
 

11. Relationships with other Forums 
JE thought that links should be built with Torfaen, Merthyr Tydfil and other neighbouring 
LAFs, similar to that existing with Carmarthenshire LAF.  Agendas are not sent to 
neighbouring LAFs as a matter of course although it was pointed out that they are loaded 
on to the BBNPA website well in advance of a meeting for the public to access. 
 
Action Point:  KM to supply JE with a list of who is sent an agenda. 

 
12. Forum Matters 

Annual Report 
A draft annual report, without the Chairman’s Forward has been produced, and will be 
circulated around the members as soon as possible. 
 
Action Point:  KM to circulate draft annual report. 
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Membership of Forum 
JC informed members that he would sit on the LAF committee until the BBNPA employs 
a new Head of Countryside.  He hoped the position would be filled by October. 
 
JE explained to members that as Richard Stow had become a member of the BBNPA he 
was no longer eligible to be a member of the BBNP LAF under 14 (f) of The Countryside 
Access (Local Access Forums) (Wales) Regulations 2001.  Members said that his skills 
would be missed and hoped any future appointee would have experience of Community 
Councils.  HLJ suggested a person from the west of the Park as this area is under 
represented at present.  JE expressed the need for a person with experience of disabled 
access. 
 
Relationship with PAROW Committee 
JE would like to invite members of PAROW to meet with LAF members.  He felt there is 
scope to strengthen links between the two committees. 
 
Action Point:  JE to send an invite to PAROW members. 
 
Dates and Locations of Future Meetings 
The next two meetings are scheduled for 3 September and 3 December 2009.  Both will 
commence at 2pm and be held at BBNPA Headquarters, Brecon. 

 
13. Craig y Nos 

JC informed members that the BBNPA are currently redeveloping the downstairs of the 
visitor centre at Craig y Nos to become a café.  The Unusual Food Company has a 
presence there already and discussions are under way for them to take on a lease for the 
café.  The park remains open as usual.   
 

14. Any Other Business 
14.1  Glastir 
Elin Jones, the Minister for Rural Affairs, has announced that the five existing agri-
environment schemes, Tir Gofal, Tir Cynnal, Tir Mynydd, Organic Farming and Better 
Woodlands will be replaced by one scheme, Glastir. 
 
14.2  Incinerator 
It had been brought to JE’s attention that it has been proposed to build an incinerator at 
Fochriw, close to Merthyr Tydfil.  Concerns were raised regarding the precipitation of an 
estimated 750,000t p/a of fumes onto the south-eastern area of the National Park. 
 
14.3  Beacons Way Steering Group (BWSG) 
The BWSG would like to broaden their membership and have sent a letter asking for a 
BBNP LAF member to join their committee.  MSA volunteered to undertake this role but 
will be unable to attend the June meeting.  JE said he would take his place on this 
occasion.   
 
JC explained that at present only members of the BBNPA and Brecon Beacons Park 
Society sit on the committee, and CCW, BBNP LAF and Visit Wales have been invited to 
join.   
 
14.4  Fencing on Black Mountains SSSI 
A report had been sent to members prior to the meeting by RB regarding restoration work 
that has been carried out by the BBNPA on Hatterrall Hill.  A Commons Act 2006, 
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section 38 application for consent to erect a temporary fence is to be submitted following 
consultation with stakeholders.  A sub-committee of the BBNP LAF has been invited to 
participate in this consultation. 
 
JE, HLJ and GG agreed to form the sub-committee and will visit the site with RB.   JE 
suggested that Neville Powell, Chairman of the Black Mountain Graziers, should be 
invited to join them on the visit. 
 
Action Point:  RB to liaise with the sub-committee to arrange a date for a site visit.  RB 
to invite Neville Powell to join the site visit. 
 
14.5  Mountain Biking 
NB was concerned that a Mountain Biking event, based at the Glanusk Estate, had caused 
damage to areas such as Mynydd Troed, the Allt and Bwlch Mountain.  It would appear it 
was promoted as an event rather than a race, so was not illegal.  Concern was expressed 
that quad bikes may have been used setting the course, which would have been illegal. 
 
NB had contacted EJ regarding the matter and subsequently NB, EJ and JE arranged a 
meeting for 28 May.   
 
Action Point:  Letters to be written to relevant organizations if appropriate. 
 

 
 
The meeting closed at 17.15. 
 


